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Victor C. Quesnel (1925-2014) 
 

Compiled by Kris Sookdeo from Input 
by Yasmin S. Baksh-Comeau, Adrian Hailey, Elisha Tikasingh, 

Christopher Starr and Other Members

How does one summarize the work of such an accom-

it would be perfectly acceptable to speak solely of his 

most like to be remembered by his academic and Club life.
His second eulogy (for such was the magnitude of 

that follows was compiled from both documents, as well 

from Club members.
-

Medal, but also won the science scholarship of that year.

Toronto where he obtained his B.A. in Physiology and 
-

idad and met Ludolf Wehekind, the then President of the 

the Club’s grave need for a secretary (and without which 

willingness to accept the post after he had completed his 
studies and returned to the University of Toronto where 

-
graduate studies on the dependence of protein synthesis on 
RNA synthesis, continued at the University of Cambridge 

the Colonial Microbiological Research Institute (CMRI) 
at Federation Park. He made good on his promise to the 

 

became the Club’s Honorary Secretary. He would hold that 
post for six years until he relinquished it on 11 February, 

-
citate the Journal of the Trinidad Field Naturalists’ Club, 

at the CMRI, he began working at the Cocoa Research 

focusing on how the fermentation process affected the 

to dedicate his time to his hydroponic farm at Talparo.
-

President.

served periodically on the editorial committee for a period 
of over 24 years. The Living World journal is one of the 

is branded  with the insect on our logo which 
is the Inca beetle, Inca clathrata. The subspecies found 
in Trinidad is Inca clathrata quesneli.

-
lating to the physiology and biochemistry of fermentation 
in cocoa beans. But it is perhaps his research outside of his 

from and has authored over 25 original research papers 
and co-written at least 11 papers with other researchers 
(See Appendix II), co-written three books on the natural 
history of Trinidad and Tobago (See Appendix III).

-
lished over a sustained period of 55 years, in an extremely 
broad range of topics.

phenomenon of cyclorotating eyes in tadpoles, based on 
observations of a local tree frog. This is one example of an 

-
pole eye movement (that should have your eyes rotating).

Anolis lizards 
entitled, “The persistence of Anolis trinitatis as a natural-
ized lizard in Trinidad against hybridization pressure with 
Anolis aeneus”, is an astonishing example of continuity in 

one of very few researchers to have published on the same 
topic 50 years apart - an example of a rare continuity of 

international research community and will continue to be 
so for posterity.

-
piled into 42 volumes of notebooks which in themselves 
are a valuable resource. These notebooks were handed 
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incubation. Journal of the Science of Food and Agriculture, 

Biehl, B., Brunner, E., Passern, D., Quesnel, V.C. and Ado-
mako, D. cidif
in fermenting cocoa beans. Journal of the Science of Food and 
Agriculture

Natural History Research
Quesnel, V.C.
Citrus King Page. Journal of the Trinidad Field Naturalists’ 
Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. breeding 
Kiskadees in Port of Spain. Journal of the Trinidad Field Nat-
uralists’ Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. Phyl-
lomedusa burmeisteri. Journal of the Trinidad Field Naturalists’ 
Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. Gona-
todes vittatus. Journal of the Trinidad Field Naturalists’ Club, 

Quesnel, V.C. Epilampra 
abdomen-nigrum. Journal of the Trinidad Field Naturalists’ 
Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. Wehekind – a biographical note. 
Journal of the Trinidad Field Naturalists’ Club, 
Quesnel, V.C.
of the mantis, Acontiothespis multicolor. The Trinidad Field 
Naturalists’ Club Journal, 
Quesnel, V.C. animals. The Trinidad Field 
Naturalists’ Club Journal, 
Quesnel, V.C. The 
Trinidad Field Naturalists’ Club Journal, 
Quesnel, V.C.
moth Urania leilus. Journal of the Trinidad and Tobago Field 
Naturalists’ Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. Breeding season and breeding size of female 
Emerita portoricensis (Crustacea: Anomum) in Trinidad. Journal 
of the Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. Living World, 
Journal of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Trinidad & Toba-
go,
Quesnel, V.C. Dirphiatarquina - a new moth for Trinidad. 
Living World, Journal of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Trinidad 
& Tobago,
Quesnel, V.C.
Ameiva ameiva tobagana. Living World, Journal of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club, 
Quesnel, V.C. wering behaviour of some Trinidad 
plants. Living World, Journal of the Trinidad and Tobago Field 
Naturalists’ Club, 
Quesnel, V.C.
Living World, Journal of the Trinidad and Tobago Field Natu-

Hailey, in the Department of Life Sciences at UWI, with 
the understanding that they will be published in the near 
future.

His fascination with the natural world manifested itself 
in other ways as well. He mapped cave systems, collected 
specimens for international museums and readily used his 
own body to satisfy various questions related to human 
health, including the effects of consuming charcoal and 
the toxicity of manchineel and mora.

him to attend meetings and other activities of the Club. 
On 22 December, 2014, he passed away in the company of 
his cargiver. His funerary mass at the St. Anthony’s R.C. 

cremated at the St. James Crematorium.
The list that follows is a compilation of the work of 

of our country’s greatest naturalists.

Cocoa Related Research
Quesnel, V.C. competitive antago-
nism. Experimental Cell Research
Forsyth, W.G.C. and Quesnel, V.C. polyphenolic 
substances. 4. The anthocyanin pigments. Biochemical Journal, 

Forsyth, W.G.C., Quesnel, V.C. and Roberts, J.B.
interaction of polyphenols and proteins during cacao curing. 
Journal of the Science of Food and Agriculture
Forsyth, W.G.C., Quesnel, V.C. and Roberts, J.B. Diphe-
nylenedioxide quinone: an intermediate in the enzymic oxi-
dation of catechol. Biochimicaetbiophysicaacta
Quesnel, V.C. cacao fermentation. 
Chemistry and Industry, 4: 101-2. 
Forsyth, W.G. and Quesnel, V.C.
cacao curing.  Advances in Enzymology and Related Areas of 
Molecular Biology, 
Quesnel, V.C. seeds 
during fermentation. Journal of the Science of Food and Agri-
culture
Quesnel, V.C. cids of 
cacao. Journal of the Science of Food and Agriculture, 16(10): 

Quesnel, V.C. cacao and chocolate. 1. 
Historical Journal of the Agricultural Society of Trinidad and 
Tobago
Lopez, A.S. and Quesnel, V.C.
sulphonium salt: A precursor of dimethyl sulphide in cacao. 
Journal of the Science of Food and Agriculture
Biehl, B., Quesnel, V.C., Passern, D. and Sagemann, W. 

uptake by cocoa seeds during fermentation-like 
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ralists’ Club
Quesnel, V.C. Bufo 
(Chaunus) marinus. Living World, Journal of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club
Quesnel, V.C. -
pershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis. Living World, Journal of the 
Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club
Quesnel, V.C. Pauraque night-jar, 
Nyctidromus albicollis on the roads at night. Living World, 
Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club, 

Quesnel, V.C. -
raque Nightjar, Nyctidromus albicollis. Living World, Journal 
of The Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club

Quesnel, V.C. -
ed Mango hummingbird (Anthracothorax nigricollis). Bulletin 
of the British Ornithologists’ Club,
Quesnel, V.C. catch-
ers. Living World, Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field 
Naturalists’ Club
Quesnel, V.C. Food and Feeding Habits of the Fruit-Ea-
ting Bat Carrolia perspicillata. Living World, Journal of The 
Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club
Quesnel, V.C. 2005. Mating behaviour of the Neotropical skink 
Mabuya nigropunctata (Spix) in Trinidad, West Indies. Living 
World, Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ 
Club
Quesnel, V.C. 2002. Breeding biology of the Black-throated 
Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis In F.E. Hayes 
and S.A. Temple, eds. Studies in Trinidad and Tobago Orni-
thology Honoring Richard ffrench.  St. Augustine, Trinidad and 
Tobago: Department of Life Sciences, University of the West 
Indies, Occasional Paper No. 11.
Quesnel, V.C.
Otus choliba in Talparo, Trinidad and Tobago. Living World, 
Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club, 

Kenny, J.S. and Quesnel, V.C.
anoles in Trinidad. Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative 

Zoology, 
Quesnel, V.C. and Wehekind, L.
constrictive phase of feeding behavior in Boa constrictor. The 
Trinidad Field Naturalists’ Club Journal, 
Lopez, A.  and Quesnel, V.C. 
some papilionid caterpillars. Caribbean Journal of Science, 

Boos, J.O. and Quesnel, V.C. Kentropyx striatus 
in Trinidad, West Indies. Herpetologica
Quesnel, V.C., Farrell, T.F., Hilton, A., Hilton, J., Lee, D. 
and Zuniaga, L. Cyrtopodium 
broadwayi. Living World, Journal of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Field Naturalists’ Club
Bous eld, E.L. and Quesnel, V.C.
sand hoppers (Amphipoda: Talitridae) of Trinidad. Living World, 
Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club, 

Boos, H. and Quesnel, V.C. 
Fauna Recorded for the Offshore Islands North-West of Trini-
dad. Living World, Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field 
Naturalists’ Club
Quesnel, V., Farrell, F.T., Hilton, A., Hilton, J. and Zuniaga, 
L. Living 
World, Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ 
Club, : 
Knight, C.M., Gutzke, W.H.N. and Quesnel, V.C. 2004. 
Shedding light on the luminous lizard (Proctoporus shrevei) of 
Trinidad: a brief natural history. Caribbean Journal of Science, 

Hailey, A., Quesnel, V.C. and Boos, H.E.
of Anolis trinitatis as a naturalized lizard in Trinidad against 
hybridization pressure with Anolis aeneus. Applied Herpetology, 

Books
Quesnel, V. et al. The Nature Trails of Trinidad and Tobago. 
Boos, H.E. and Quesnel, V. dad and To-
bago. Publications Branch, Ministry of Education and Culture.
Quesnel, V. and Farrell, T.F. 2000. Native Trees of Trinidad and 
Tobago (No. 1). Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’ Club.


